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In this article the author looks into NYERERE's contribution to the liberation of Africa. According to the

author, NYERERE contributed not only as a Leader of a political party and a Head of State but also as a

result of his strong commitment to the cause of panafricanism. The author analyses NYERERE's

conception of liberation, his involvement in the liberation struggle of South Africa and his conception of

socialism vis-à-vis the African Revolution. Concerning NYERERE's conception of Liberation, the author

quotes his definition which says that «liberation is a historical process but not a unique action whose

achievement is clebrated every year». Four steps characterize this process: liberation from the colonial

power and from racial minority; liberation from the domination of the economy by foreisn powers;

liberation from poverty, injustice and oppression imposed on Africans by Africans; liberation from the

spiritual principle which makes Africans think that they are inherently inferior to other peoples. This

conception of liberation continously permeates his political actions especially when it comes to getting

Tanzania and himself involved in the liberation of South Africa. This is perhaps the area in which he

differs 'Significantly from most other African Leaders because he never separated the Tanzanian reality

as a dominated country from the liberation of the continent. As a result of this refotionship, the author

says, NYERERE's conception of socialism vis-à-vis the African Revolution is one that advocates a

necessary refotion between these two concepts. Ample evidence ofthat calf be foundin almost all his

writings.

Africa Development (ISSN 0850 3907) is the quarterly bilingual journal of CODESRIA published since

1976. It is a social science journal whose major focus is on issues which are central to the development

of society. Its principal objective is to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas among African scholars

from a variety of intellectual persuasions and various disciplines. The journal also encourages other

contributors working on Africa or those undertaking comparative analysis of developing world issues.

The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) is headquartered in

Dakar, Senegal. It was established in 1973 as an independent pan-African research organisation

primarily focusing on social sciences research in Africa.
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